
O n e  o f  t h e  t r a g i c  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  Wo r l d  Wa r  w a s  t h e  e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  f o r c e d 
e v i c t i o n  i n  1 9 4 4 - 1 9 5 1  o f  a b o u t  7 0 0 , 0 0 0  U k r a i n i a n s  f r o m  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s ,  -  n a m e l y, 
L e m k i v s h c h y n a ,  N a d s y a n n y a ,  P i d l y a s h s h y a ,  K h o l m s h c h y n a ,  -  a n d  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f 
t h e  f o r m e r  D r o h o b y c h  a n d  L v i v  o b l a s t s  ( r e g i o n s )  w h i c h  r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  P o l i s h  R e p u b l i c .
M a s s  e v i c t i o n s  o f  U k r a i n i a n s  f r o m  t h e  e t h n i c  U k r a i n i a n  l a n d s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h r e e 
s t a g e s .

T h e  f i r s t  s t a g e .  T h e  e v i c t i o n  w a s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h r o u g h o u t  1 9 4 4 - 1 9 4 6  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f 
t h e  S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 4 4  A g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  S o v i e t  S o -
c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  P o l i s h  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  “ O n  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  t h e 
U k r a i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  P o l a n d  a n d  P o l i s h  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y 
o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  S S R ”.

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A g r e e m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  a s s u m e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  v o l u n t a r i n e s s , 
i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v i c t i n g  U k r a i n i a n s  f r o m  t h e  e t h n i c  U k r a i n i a n  l a n d s  o f  L e m k i v s h -
c h y n a ,  N a d s i a n n y a ,  P i d l y a s h s h y a  a n d  K h o l m s h c h y n a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  n u m e r o u s  t e s t i m o n i e s 
o f  m i g r a n t s  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  o f  U k r a i n i a n  s c h o l a r s ,  w a s  n o t  o n l y  d e p r i v e d  o f  s i g n s 
o f  d e c l a r e d  v o l u n t a r i n e s s ,  b u t  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  c o e r c i v e  m e t h o d s ,  w a s  a c -
c o m p a n i e d  b y  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n s ,  a n t i - U k r a i n i a n  h y s t e r i a ,  m a s s i v e  t e r r o r  a g a i n s t  t h e 
i n d i g e n o u s  U k r a i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  t h e  P o l i s h  c h a u v i n i s t i c  g a n g s ,  b u r n i n g  U k r a i n i a n 
v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  c r u e l  e x e c u t i o n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h e i r  i n n o c e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h a t 
w a s  a  b r u t a l  w a y  o f  e x p e l l i n g  U k r a i n i a n s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d .  L e a v i n g  t h e i r 
f a t h e r l a n d  o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  l e a v e  b e c a m e  a  l i f e - o r - d e a t h  m a t t e r  f o r  e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s .
A f t e r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  v o l u n t a r y  r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  4 8 2 , 8 0 0  U k r a i n i a n s  e n d e d  u p  o u t s i d e  t h e i r 
n a t i v e  l a n d .  A n d  a b o u t  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  o f  o t h e r s  w h o  s t a y e d  w e r e  d e p o r t e d  i n  1 9 4 7  i n  t h e  f r a m e -
w o r k  o f  t h e  j o i n t l y  c o o r d i n a t e d  P o l i s h - S o v i e t  a n t i - U k r a i n i a n  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  “ W i s l a ”. 
T h e y  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  We s t e r n  a n d  N o r t h e r n  l a n d s  o f  P o l a n d  a n d  s c a t t e r e d 
w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e i r  a s s i m i l a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  P o l i s h  e t h n i c  g r o u p .

T h u s w i s e ,  t h e  p r o - c o m m u n i s t  P o l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a v i n g  c o m m i t t e d  a  d i r e c t  a c t  o f  g e n o -
c i d e  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  v i r t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n 
i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  P o l a n d ,  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n -
m o s t  b r a n c h  o f  U k r a i n i a n  s o c i e t y.

T h e  s e c o n d  s t a g e .  T h e  e v i c t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  Tr e a t y  b e t w e e n  t h e 
U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s  a n d  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  P o l a n d  “ O n  t h e  S o v i e t - P o l i s h 
S t a t e  B o r d e r ”  i s s u e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 4 5 .
I n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  Tr e a t y,  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  9 , 1 2 5  p e o p l e  w e r e  f o r c i b l y  e v i c t e d  t o w a r d  t h e 
h e a r t l a n d  o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  S S R  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Tu r k u 
d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  D r o h o b y c h  o b l a s t ,  L y s k  d i s t r i c t  ( w e s t e r n  B o y k i v s h c h y n a ) ,  M o s t y s -
k y,  M e d y k y,  N i z h a n k o v e t s k y,  D o b r o m i l s k y  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  D r o h o b y c h  a n d  L v i v 
o b l a s t s  w h i c h   w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P o l a n d .

T h e  t h i r d  s t a g e .  T h e  e v i c t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Tr e a t y  b e t w e e n  t h e 
U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s  a n d  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  P o l a n d  “ O n  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  s t a t e 
t e r r i t o r i e s ”  i s s u e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 5 1 .  U n d e r  t h i s  Tr e a t y,  i n  1 9 5 1 ,  3 2 , 0 6 6  U k r a i n i a n s 
a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  m i x e d  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  f o r c i b l y  d i s p l a c e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n  o f  t h e 
U k r a i n i a n  S S R  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  N i z h n y  U s t r i k i v s k y  a n d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  K h i r i v 
a n d  S t r e l k  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  D r o h o b y c h  r e g i o n  w h i c h  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  P o l i s h 
R e p u b l i c .

T h e  e v i c t i o n  o f  U k r a i n i a n s  i n  1 9 4 8  a n d  1 9 5 1  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t s  t r a n s -
f e r r e d  t o  P o l a n d  i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  o f  b o r d e r s  a n d  e x c h a n g e  o f  s e c t i o n s 
o f  t h e  s t a t e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  s e c u r i t y  b o d i e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  h i n t s  o f  v o l u n t a r i n e s s .
F o r c e d  e v i c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e  l a n d  w a s  a  t i m e  o f  i n h u m a n e  t e s t i n g  f o r  U k r a i n i a n s ,  t h e i r 
h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d  a b u s e ,  s p l i t t i n g  o f  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  h u g e  h u m a n ,  m a t e -
r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  l o s s e s ,  b r u t a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  P o l i s h  a n d  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a r r e s t s  f o r  t h e 
l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n .
T h e  m a s s  e v i c t i o n  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  U k r a i n i a n s  f r o m  P o l a n d  t o  t h e  U k r a i n i a n 
S S R  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  a  p r o h i b i t e d  t o p i c  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  A n d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y ,  a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e 
o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  t h e  r e a l  s c a l e  o f  t h e  t r a g e d y  w a s  r e v e a l e d .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  U k r a i n e ’s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  o b l a s t  c o u n c i l s ,  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  v e t e r a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  u n i t e  f o r c e d l y  e v i c t e d  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  w h o  s t i c k  t o g e t h -
e r  r e s i d i n g  i n  M o s c o w,  Vo l y n ,  I v a n o - F r a n k i v s k ,  L v i v ,  R i v n e ,  Te r n o p i l  o b l a s t s  a n d  t h e  c i t y 
o f  K y i v ,  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  U k r a i n e ,  t h e  Ve r k h o v n a  R a d a ,  T h e 
C a b i n e t  o f  M i n i s t e r s  w i t h  t h e  d e m a n d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  m o s t  p a i n f u l  p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e 
f o r c e d  e v i c t i o n  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  U k r a i n i a n s  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  P o l a n d .
S t e p a n  R o m a n y u k .  T h e  s t a t e  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  o f  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  U k r a i n i a n s  w h o  w e r e 
f o r c e d l y  e v i c t e d  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  P o l a n d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e .  w w w. h o l m . k i e v. u a

T h e  p r o j e c t  “ P a w n s ”  w a s  p r i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  K h a r k o v  b o o k  f a c t o r y  “ G l o b u s ”
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I can truthfully tell you that one ought not to speak badly of the Poles, because, 
in a way, they are like our second heart. And in the old days they used to beat 
and torture us. And we caused a lot of evil to them as well. Let me tell you a sto-
ry. Back in the day, some musicians from another village used to come to our 
village. There were four of them. One played bass, another had a violin, and the 
third one had some kind of instrument as well. Everyone played something. One 
time they came to play at a wedding. And they played so well! The entire village 
gathered around those musicians. But after the wedding, they went through 
dibrova (oakery, grove). Do you know what dibrova means? It’s a great pasture, 
it spans even from beyond the city of Lviv, ending somewhere across Poland. 
Those musicians stopped by in some village where only Poles lived, while our 
village had both Poles and Ukrainians. That Polish village was called Byalka. 
In there, three or four Poles attacked them. The Poles pulled out the musicians’ 
finger-nails, teeth, cut off their tongues, poked out their eyes and let them go like 
this, alive. They did not have any compassion for our people at all.

We celebrate Polish Christmas, right? What 
was Polish was ours as well. We all knew 
that we were not supposed to work, to do 
anything on the day when Jesus Christ was 
born because it was the birthday of Jesus 
Christ, the little savior. I knew a Polish carol. 
I was about five years old, so I already knew 
a little something. And we did not do any-
thing on that day because it was a great hol-
iday for us. But when our Christmas came, 
right at dawn the Poles drove their horses 
to scatter manure on the vegetable gardens. 
Our people used to say to them: “Why are 
you doing so? We honor your Christmas and 
do not do anything on your holy day, so why 
aren’t you doing the same?” But that didn’t 
help. They did things like that. They did not 
want us, the Ukrainians, to be in that village 
and live with them. They were constantly try-
ing to get rid of us. Then they started that 
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 WHAT WAS
                     POLISH
WAS OURS
                   AS WELL

campaign. They targeted our church, which was made 
of wood beams. And I remember everything. Mom used 
to go to that church and she would always take me with 
her. And I did not want to go inside, so I sat on those 
beams that stretched out just enough for me to sit on. 
And I remember sitting there, hearing my mom singing 
inside and almost sliding down every time I dozed off.  
And then that campaign began and they set fire to the 
church, and the church burned down. I saw it burning.
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Three days before this 
campaign a horrible thing 
happened when our cat-
tle was grazing on that 
dibrova. We usually had 
one cowherd who tended 
the cattle, and early in the 
morning he would pass 
through the village and 
play his reed-pipe. When 
the villages heard the 
sound, they would bring 
their cattle out. They would 
give the cowherd some 
bread or whatever they 
had. And he guided the 
herd to pasture to graze for 
the whole day. That day we 
heard gun-shots. We were 
afraid that our cowherd 
had gotten killed. Everyone 
was afraid that something 
bad was going on. And 
they decided not to bring 
their cattle out to the herd. 
Some people had clover 
growing around, others 
had alfalfa, and everyone 
tied up their cattle to graze 
outside their houses.

Then I saw my mother wailing and crying. She was weeping terribly. Mom was 
pregnant at the time, and I thought that something had happened with the 
baby. I asked, “Mom, Mom, why are you crying?” I kissed her and hugged her. 
Mom said that she had sent her son, my brother, to dibrova to tend our horse 
on the pasture, because the cowherd had refused to take it as it had injured 
legs and was all ragged. So, Mother had sent my brother. And then she heard 
gunshots and got very scared. What was happening was that on dibrova the 
Poles were taking all the cattle and killing all the people. But that horse saved 
my brother’s life. He found some marsh and got in there. There were leeches 
in it, and the Poles did not want to get into that bog for that ragged horse. My 
brother had hidden behind that horse, and that is how he stayed alive. Those 
people who did not bring their livestock to the pasture were lucky to have saved 
their animals, and all the rest of the animals were taken away from their owners. 
And we had six heads of cattle that the cowherd had brought to dibrova, and all 
of them were taken away. Three cows, two heifers and a horse. Only the horse 
with the injured legs, my brother’s savior, remained with us.

I  A S K E D , 

“ M O M ,  M O M ,  W H Y  A R E  Y O U 

C RY I N G ? ”  I  K I S S E D  H E R  A N D 

H U G G E D  H E R . . .
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B U T ,  Y O U  K N OW , 

I  S H O U L D N ’ T 

B E  T E L L I N G  Y O U

A L L  T H I S . 

B E T T E R  K E E P  Q U I E T .  

B E C A U S E  A L L  O F  T H I S  I S  V E R Y  C O N -

F U S I N G .  W H O  F I R E D  A T  W H O M ,  T H A T 

S O R T  O F  T H I N G . 

E V E N  I F  Y O U  H A D  T W O  H E A D S  O N  O N E 

N E C K ,  Y O U  W O U L D  S T I L L  N O T  U N D E R -

S T A N D  A L L  O F  I T .
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One day my father 
went to the reading 
room in a neighbor-
ing village. That was 
like a club. There 
was a radio there. 
So Dad came from 
the reading room 
that day and said 
he had heard on 
the radio that we 
were about to get 
bombed. They said 
that airplanes would 
be dropping bombs 
on us.

H E  S A I D  T H A T 
A  G E R M A N  H A D 
C O N F I R M E D 
T H A T  A T 
S U C H - A N D -
S U C H  H O U R 
T H E Y  W O U L D 
B E  D R O P P I N G 
B O M B S  O N  U S . 
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Only a few people 
managed to survive. 
They had a cow and a 
horse, and they came 
to our village. 

And our hut was just 
on the border with that 
village, across the riv-
er. And they – it was 
a family – came to us. 
Because they had no-
where else to go. And 
we went to the station 
with them. As all our 
cattle had been taken 
away, we did not have 
anything. Even that 
ragged horse with the 
injured legs had been 
taken away from us. 

There were four of them 
– that family. A man, 
his wife, brother and mother. The mother was a very old woman. I remember she sat me on her lap, covered me 
with her sheepskin coat and asked me to scratch her on the head. She had lice. And she said, “Seek them, seek 
them lice on me”. So I was scouting for the lice in her hair while we were riding on the fira (a sort of horse-drawn 
vehicle). So they saved us because we had nothing to move by and had no way of carrying our belongings. But 
thanks to those people, my mother managed to take a few items with us. A blanket, a small banyak (a metal case), 
some food. And they helped us so much. Their family name – I remember it to this day – was Gulinovsky.
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And then we arrived at the station. And there was a boom barrier, ram it used to be called back them. And when 
that barrier would rise or go down, some nice music would play near it. Every time we all, the kids, would run up to 
it to listen to the nice music. So one of those times we saw a fira approaching, and we ran up to the boom barrier, 
as usual. The fira was filled with cabbage up to the brim. Suddenly we heard someone crying out from the inside 
of the pile: “Somebody, help me! Somebody, help me!” We were being guarded by Russian soldiers, and had it 
not been for them soldiers, I don’t know how we would have survived. And 
so, those Russian soldiers had submachine-guns and they were guarding 
us. We ran up to them. Among us there were older children. And they asked 
the soldiers to check that cabbage. They agreed. They drove away the Poles 
sitting on top of that cabbage. They raked through the cabbage and pulled 
out a Ukrainian man. His hands were tied up, his legs were tied up, and he 
was tortured big time. But alive. And one of the soldiers told him that 

We kept waiting on and on. And one day – here it comes, our echelon. Here is how it was there: a few [railroad] 
cars, and the rest were flatcars for cows, horses, cattle, whatever remained with people. And so we set out. The 
rails used to be wooden, and every couple of meters the wheels thumped upon those rails, and we had a few ba-
sins or banyaks, kind of, and all of that kept falling on our heads. And that’s the way we went on. It wasn’t a very 
long ride. It was the wait that was long.

H E  S H O U L D 
T H A N K  U S 
C H I L D R E N  A S 
W E ’ D  S A V E D 
H I S  L I F E .

WE WAITED 
FOR OUR TRAIN 
FOR TWO 
MONTHS 
A T  “ J U R A V I T S A ”  S T A T I O N

We waited for our train, called “echelon”, for two months 
at Juravitsa station, the largest Polish [railroad] station. 
We lived there like Gypsies. There were vegetable gardens 
around, and we would go there to nick potatoes and what-
ever else that was there. And we cooked on fire. My brother 
would go and collect some dry horse manure to kindle the 
fire with. Then we would put potatoes in the fire, and that’s 
how we got by. There were many of us actually. Three vil-
lages had pulled together.
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We arrived in Lviv. But there were some problems with the documents, I don’t remember the details. But I do 
remember that the engine-driver had to move on, but he was delayed because of those documents, and he got 
furious and then just went on. And he brought us to Maksimovka. He said that we had to quickly unload our stuff 
because he was in a hurry. And we got off in Maxymivka. 

THERE WERE SMALL HUTS 
THERE WITH SMALL WINDOWS, 
WHILE BACK IN POLAND THE 
HUTS WERE TALL AND THE 
WINDOWS WERE LARGE.
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And as for us, some Pole picked us up and said we would be living in his pantry. They laid straw for us and so we 
slept. There was nothing in there, not even a kitchen. We made a stove from sheet iron and cooked on it. Mom 
had a flail and she would go thresh wheat at other people’s houses. And so she earned grain and baked pliatzki 
(layer cakes) for us. She was pregnant to boot, and her belly was very big. But what was there to be done? We 
had to be fed somehow. And so, working with that flail, she did some harm to the baby, and it was born with a 
defect and died soon. She didn’t live long. She was baptized Julia. And there, at that place, she was buried.

W E  D I D N ’ T  H A V E  M A N Y  O P T I O N S  O F  H U T S 
T O  C H O O S E  F R O M .  T H O S E  W H O  H A D  F A S T E R 
H O R S E S  G O T  O F F  T H E  T R A I N  Q U I C K L Y  A N D 
W E R E  T H E  F I R S T  O N E S  T O  C H O O S E . 
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And so they got together and decided to go back where they belonged – to Poland. The Poles whose house we 
were living in left as well, so we stayed in their house. We had a nice vegetable garden, the yard was very large. 

The Poles thought that they would live with us in the village. But they could not. 
It was things like this: one would get up early and yell that someone had slaughtered his 
pig, and another one would cry out that someone had stolen his horses at night. 

TH E  P O LE S  TH O U G HT
THAT  TH EY  WO U LD  L I V E  WITH  U S 
I N  TH E  V I LL A G E . . . B U T  TH EY  C O U LD  NOT . 
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And then I got married and moved to the village of Travneve.
 It used to be called Zaruddia back in the day.



We  a r e  P a w n s  i n  t h e  g a m e s  p l a y e d  b e y o n d  o u r  w i l l ,  a n d  w e  a r e  t a k e n  u p  b y  “c h e s s m e n”  a n d 
b y  f r a m e s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  a n d  m o v e .

We  a r e  P a w n s  o f  h i s t o r y,  e v e n  i f  i t  s e e m s  t o  u s  t h a t  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s t o r y,  w e  d o  n o t  v a l u e 
o u r s e l v e s  i n  i t  a t  a l l ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  c o n v e n i e n t  m e m e s  f o r  a l l  o c c a s i o n s ,  l i k e  t h i s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e : 
“ W h a t  c a n  I  d o  b y  m y s e l f  i f  t h e r e  a r e  m i l l i o n s  l i k e  m e  a r o u n d ? ”

We  a r e  b u t  p a w n s .  C a n n o n  f o d d e r  w i t h  C O M PA R I S O N  i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l  o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e  h a m -
m e r e d ,  c a s u a l l y  b u t  f i r m l y,  i n t o  o u r  h e a d s .  “ M o r e  -  L e s s ”  a s  a  b a r r i e r  t o  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  e q u a l  t e r m s .  T h i s  i s  d o n e  t o  p r e v e n t  u s  e v e n  f r o m  e v e n  t r y i n g  t o 
s o l v e  h i s t o r i c a l  i s s u e s .

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o n e  v i l l a g e  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  “ p a w n - l i k e ”  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  g l o b a l 
g a m e s .

T h e y  a l l  w e r e  d i s p l a c e d  s e t t l e r s .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  l i v e  o n  t h e i r  l a n d .  T h e y  w e r e 
b a n n e d  f r o m  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  e v e n  a l l o w e d  t o  d i e  a n d  b e  b u r i e d 
b e s i d e  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .

T h e  W i s l a  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  B a b y n  Ya r  a r e  t r e m e n d o u s  t r a g e d i e s ,  b u t  t h o s e  o f  a  l e s s e r 
r a n k  a r e  d o o m e d  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d  t h i s  o b l i v i o n  l e a d s  t o  n e w  t r a g e d i e s .  S a d l y,  t h e  f a t e s 
o f  s u c h  m i g r a n t s  a s  t h e  Tr a v n e v e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  n o t h i n g  b u t  d u s t  o n  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  P o l a n d  t o 
U k r a i n e .

N o b o d y  c a r e s  a b o u t  t h e m .  T h e y  q u i e t l y  p r a y  t o  t h e i r  G o d ,  n o t  a  t r a c e  o f  s u s p i c i o n  i n  t h e i r 
m e e k  s o u l s  t h a t  w h a t  w a s  d o n e  t o  t h e m  w a s  a  c r i m e .

T h e y  a r e  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d .  A n d  i t  d i d n’ t  h a p p e n  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s  –  o n l y  6 5  y e a r s 
a g o ,  i m a g i n e  t h a t .  J u s t  y o u r  t y p i c a l  d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e ,  a  g l o b a l  m o b i l i t y,  a  f o r c e d  l i t t l e 
t r i p .  “ B u t  i t  w a s n’ t  t o  S i b e r i a ,  a t  l e a s t ,”  t h e  e l d e r s  w i l l  s a y.

E v e r y t h i n g  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  p a i n  t h r e s h o l d  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  f o r g e t .

W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  h u m a n i s m  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y,  w e  s t i l l  c o m p a r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  w o u n d e d  w i t h  t o d a y ’s 
w a r ,  w e  s t i l l  f e e l  t h e  b l a m e  f o r  a l l o w i n g  D o n b a s s  t o  b e  i n v a d e d .

B u t  p e o p l e  o f  t h e s e  d a y s  h a v e  n e v e r  l i v e d  i n  t i m e s  o f  w a r  a n d  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y 
i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  e n f o r c e d  d e p a r t u r e  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e y  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o ,  h o w  t o  f i g h t .  T h e y 
h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h a t  h a r d s h i p  a n d  d i s p l a c e m e n t  a r e  u n t i l  t h e y  f a c e  t h e m .

We  c a n n o t  b e  f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  p a i n  t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  s m a l l e r  e x t e n t .  We  j u s t  s h o u l d n’ t   p u t  u p 
w i t h  i t .  B u t ,  t o  t h i s  e n d ,  w e  n e e d  t o  l e a r n  l e s s o n s  f r o m  r e a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  l i v e  t h r o u g h  a t  l e a s t 
o n e  a c t u a l  c a s e  o f  j u s t i c e  b e i n g  s e r v e d .

T h e  c o u n t r y  i s  i n  c o n f l i c t s  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s .  F r o m  t h e  E u r o p e a n  c i v i l i z e d  s i d e ,  P o l i s h  n a t i o n -
a l i s t s  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  w i t h  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  b u t  k e e p  s i l e n t  a b o u t  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e 
i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e .  F r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t h e  “c z a r ”  i s  m a r c h i n g  t o w a r d s  u s  m e n a c i n g l y,  e a c h 
s t r i d e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  o u r  l a n d s .  I t ’s  a  d o g ’s  l i f e  f o r  u s  PA W N S  l i v i n g  h e r e ,  i n 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .

R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m e m o r y  a n d  d i s p l a c e m e n t s  u n d e r  a r t - i n f l u e n c e s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e 
b a s i s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .

T h e  s t u d y  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  a n d  c u r a t o r  a r e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Tr a v n e v e ,  “ p e a c e f u l l y ”  i n h a b -
i t e d  b y  d e n i z e n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t i e s  o f  P o l a n d ,  m e m o r i e s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t s ,  t h e 
a r t i f a c t s  l e f t  i n  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  “c a m p a i g n”,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o d a y ’s  p e a c e f u l  l i f e  o f  t h e  d e -
s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h o s e  f o r c e d l y  d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e .

E D I T O R I A L  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r :

A u t h o r  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t : 
O L E K S A N D R A  PAV L O V S K A

Artist (photographer). Author of personal exhibitions. Participant 
of Ukrainian and foreign programs of residences, projects, group 
exhibitions.
www. olexandra.net

C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t :
L I U D M Y L A  N Y C H A I

Art critic, artist, curator of the Nazar Voitovich Art Residence.
Explores social influences on context through art.
www.facebook.com/Liudmyla Nychai
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P R O J E C T  P A R T N E R

K h a r k i v  b o o k  f a c t o r y
“ G L O B U S ”
We offer the production of exclusive book prod-
ucts and other high-quality printed products.  
Namely: full-color printing on a book, offset and 
coated paper and cardboard grades;  roll and sheet 
printing services;  unlimited choice of editions 
formats;  making of newspapers, booklets, and ad-
vertising products;  making of books in soft, hard 
and in a flexible cover;  photo book production.

Kharkiv City,  Rizdvyana Str. 11
Tell: 0-800-300-071
E-mail: info@globus-book.com
http://www.globus-book.com
 


